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INTRODUCTION 
 

The working course program of the discipline “Bioethics” for the English-speaking 
students of the second (master, МА) level of higher education elaborated according to the 
Ukraine Higher Education Standard (hereinafter referred to as “Standard”) of the education 
sector – 22 “Healthcare”, speciality – 222 “Medicine” of the education program of normative 
discipline “Bioethics”.  
 
Description of the academic discipline (annotation)  

Bioethics as a discipline is based on the coverage of ethical issues related to the 
development of technological sciences, biology, medicine; lays the foundations of theoretical 
provisions and practical recommendations for changes in the assessment of the health of the 
population, rethinking the doctor-patient relationship, attitudes towards people with alcohol 
and drug addiction, HIV-infected, etc .; protection of human embryo rights, as well as the 
moral status of concepts: abortion and solving the problem of destructive post-abortion 
syndrome, sterilization, contraception and its alternatives - natural methods of recognizing 
fertility days, reproductive technologies, biomedical manipulations, genetic engineering, 
cloning, human experimentation, transplantation euthanasia and its counteraction - palliative 
treatment; lays the foundations of a healthy lifestyle, respect for human dignity, preservation 
of human life and health from fertilization to natural death, quality and effectiveness of 
diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation and prevention of diseases, preservation and promotion of 
public health. 

Subject of “Bioethics” is a “man-world-society” relationship and a set of values which 
allow a person react appropriately to the challenges of the contemporary world and medical 
practice. 

Interdisciplinary relation: Bioethics is determined by the integral nature of the 
discipline, interdisciplinary discourse, close connection with the complex of natural sciences 
and humanities. Bioethics gives an understanding of how science can serve the good of man. 
Bioethics correlates with history sociology, cultural sciences, political sciences, psychology 
and a set of natural scienses. To successfully master the course, the student must have factual 
material on the subjects of natural sciences and humanities (including anatomy, pathological 
physiology, pharmacology, philosophy, political science, obstetrics and gynaecology, 
embryology, paediatrics, gerontology, law, psychology, etc.).  

 
1. Goal and objectives of the academic discipline: 
1.1. Goal of the discipline “Bioethics” is to reveal the content, historical roots, 

principles and epistemology of bioethics as a science, and on this basis - coverage of general 
provisions and practical recommendations for change in public health, respect for human 
dignity as a person and its development in spiritual, mental and physical integrity, 
preservation of human life from the moment of fertilization to natural death, coverage of 
problems of genetic engineering and biotechnology in terms of biosafety. 

 
1.2. Main objectives of the discipline “Bioethics” consist in: 
- training competent, highly qualified professionals who are focused on spiritual and 

moral values, in the field of "Medicine", who are well versed in the basic principles, values 
and provisions of bioethics and biosafety;  
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- understanding of the essence of bioethics as a new branch of science, which 
considers man as a person in his spiritual, mental and physical integrity, is open to further 
scientific knowledge, based on moral principles and focused on respect for human dignity, its 
development as a person, saving lives from fertilization to natural death;  

- shaping logical thinking of a student and his/her skills of solving current practical 
issues based on theoretical knowledge, using sociological research in the form of surveys, 
prevent negative phenomena during professional duties, analyze regulations in the health 
care system for compliance with the principles of bioethics. 

 
Due to this course a learner will  
 
acquire:  
- integrated understanding of the values and principles of bioethics as the basis of the 

worldview of a moral, responsible, human person; 
- responsibility for the establishment of norms of bioethics in practical life; 
know:  
- the chronology and particularities of the main periods of the development of 

bioethics;  
- the most prominent bioethicists and their approaches to formulating and solving the 

main bioethical problems;  
- main provisions, values and principles of bioethics and biosafety, definition of the 

essence of bioethics as a new field of science that examines the human personality in its 
spiritual, mental and physical integrity, and is opened to new scientific knowledge, based on 
moral principles oriented to the respect for the human dignity, its development as a person, 
protection of the life from the moment of fertilization to natural death;  

- preventing methods of the negative phenomena in fulfilling of professional duties;  
- how to solve situational problems, use sociological studies in the form of a 

questionnaire, analyze the normative and legal acts in the healthcare system on the 
conformity with the principles of bioethics. 

 
be able to:  
• distinguish different bioethical paradigms;  
• think logically and creatively for solving effectively problems of personal 

development and medical practice;  
• choose appropriate values for medical practice;  
• use the main bioethical categories and concepts;  
• apply different scientific methods in cognition and medical practice;  
• critically analyze social and cultural reality;  
• express and argue his/her opinion on the current bioethical problems;  
• participate in a debate on the basis of pluralism and tolerance;  
• choose relevant value guidelines and use them appropriately in medical practice;  
• define the ethical principles of bioethics and biosafety, based on the true objective 

moral values and norms;  
• formulate the principles of bioethics that allow to evaluate effects on biomedical 

field, which include good moral evaluation;  
• reveal the nature of bioethics that considers the human as a person, especially with its 

spiritual values and needs, serves it, is opened to new scientific knowledge, based on moral 
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principles oriented to the respect for the dignity of human beings and their development in 
the spiritual, mental and physical integrity, protection of the life from the moment of 
fertilization (gamete fusion) until natural death;  

• trace the historical roots of bioethics and its philosophical foundations and place 
among other ethical and legal disciplines;  

• analyze the state regulations of health for their compliance with the principles of 
bioethics;  

• examine the specific bioethical issues in Ukrainian society, the state and perspectives 
of bioethics, impact of bioethical principles on the effectiveness of Ukrainian health care 
institutions in solving the problems of alcoholism, drug addiction, AIDS, organ 
transplantation and human experimentation;  

• develop the scientifically grounded suggestions on ways and means of regulation of 
biomedical interventions in the human body based on bioethics, particularly in the field of 
demography. 

 
1.3 Competences and results of study of the academic discipline.  
Acquired competences:  
І) integral:  

- ability to solve complicated life and practical professional problems related to 
interpersonal relationships, professional communication of a physician, moral choice and 
responsibility, which involves the application of the basic principles of Christian ethics 
and morality and is characterized by complexity and uncertainty of conditions. 

ІІ) generic: 
1. Ability for abstract thinking, analysis and synthesis. 
2. Ability to apply knowledge in practical situations. 
3. Ability to be critical and self-critical; 
4. Capacity to generate new ideas (creativity); 
5. Ability to identify, pose and resolve problems; 
6. Ability to motivate people and move toward common goals; 
7. Ability to interact constructively with others regardless of background and culture and 

respecting diversity; 
8. Ability to design and manage projects; 
9. Ability to show awareness of equal opportunities and gender issues; 

ІІІ) Specific (professional): 
1. Mastering the skills of defining the concepts of bioethics; 
2. Understanding and ability to use basic ethical concepts to conceptualize specific 

problem situations; 
3. Ability to understand one's professional self-actualization in the context of bioethics; 
4. Ability to extrapolate the values of bioethics and objective moral norms to practical 

life situations and professional activities; 
5. Ability to structurally analyze the preconditions of the conflict, the ability to create 

strategies for resolving the conflict, based on the principle of the common good and 
the construction of new opportunities. 

 
 



6 
 

  

Detailing of competences according to NQF (НРК) descriptors in the form of 

“Competence Matrix”. 

Competence Matrix 
 

№ Competence Knowledge Skills Communicat

ion 

Autonomy and 

responsibility 

 Generic  

1. Ability to 

abstract 

thinking, 

analysis and 

synthesis 

Knowledge 

of the origin, 

features and 

content of 

the historical 

roots of 

bioethics 

Ability to 

analyze 

the texts 

of the 

Holy 

Scriptures

, to draw 

appropriat

e 

conclusio

ns   

 The ability to 

"find" in the 

Book of Books 

answers to 

important life 

questions 

2. Ability to apply 

knowledge in 

practical 

situations; 

 

 

 

Ability to 

find 

appropriate 

logical 

connections, 

similarities 

between the 

ideas of 

bioethical 

doctrine and 

specific life 

and 

professional 

situations   

Interpersonal 

communicatio

n skills based 

on respect and 

love of 

neighbor 

Willingness to 

make a choice 

according to the 

voice of 

conscience and 

for the benefit of 

others, to bear 

moral 

responsibility 

for professional 

activity 
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3. Ability to be 

critical and 

self-critical; 

 Ability to 

analyze own 

behavior 

(actions, 

choices) and 

the behavior 

of others in 

terms of 

values and 

principles of 

bioethics 

Communicati

on skills to 

promote 

spiritual 

development 

and 

improvement 

of different 

groups of 

people - 

patients, 

colleagues ect 

Willingness to 

show your own 

example of 

change, 

correction and 

prevention of 

previous 

negative actions 

4. Ability to 

generate new 

ideas 

(creativity) 

Knowledge 

of the 

patterns of 

social 

developeme

nt on moral 

grounds 

Ability to 

find 

appropriate 

logical 

connections 

between the 

potential of 

bioethics 

and current 

challenges to 

modern 

education, 

science, 

medicine 

 Willingness to 

create new 

proposals for the 

concept of 

health care 

development 

taking into 

account the 

principles of 

bioethics 

5. Ability to 

identify, pose 

and solve 

problems  

Knowledge 

of the 

possibilities 

of solving 

problem 

Ability to 

determine 

the causes, 

nature, 

consequence

Communicati

on and 

collaboration 

skills with 

unresolved 

Willingness to 

make values 

based on 

bioethics values 

in order to solve 
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situations 

“bioethically

” 

s of specific 

life 

(professional

) problems 

in the light 

of 

personalistic 

bioethics 

issues 

condition 

problems and be 

responsible for 

them 

6. Ability to 

motivate 

people and 

move towards a 

common goal 

Knowledge 

of the 

experience 

of 

educational, 

public 

activities of 

Jesus Christ 

and His 

followers in 

different 

historical 

periods 

Ability to 

verbally 

present a 

certain idea 

to people, 

convincingly 

argue its 

expediency 

and 

usefulness 

Communicati

on skills 

tailored to 

people's 

needs, 

encourageme

nt to engage 

in joint 

activities for 

an important 

purpose        

Willingness to 

organize people 

and be 

responsible for 

the result of 

achieving a 

common goal 

7. Appreciation 

and respect for 

diversity and 

multiculturalis

m 

 

Knowledge 

and 

understandin

g of the 

equal 

"status" of 

different 

peoples in 

the light of 

bioethical 

 Willingness to 

communicate 

with 

representative

s of different 

nations, 

religions, 

cultures on 

the basis of 

tolerance, 
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doctrine (all 

mankind are 

children of 

the true 

God-

Creator) 

respect and 

love for all 

people 

8. Ability to 

develop and 

manage 

projects 

 Ability to 

create 

project 

proposals to 

promote the 

values and 

principles of 

bioethics in 

health care      

Skills of 

cooperation in 

small groups 

Willingness to 

initiate and 

implement 

ethical and 

educational 

health projects 

for children, 

youth, women, 

people with 

special needs 

9. Ability to be 

aware of equal 

opportunities 

and 

differences, 

gender issues 

Knowledge 

of the 

equality of 

people of 

both sexes 

and their 

differences, 

the high 

status of 

women in 

the context 

of bioethics, 

the value 

and 

inviolability 

 Willingness to 

communicate 

on the basis of 

equality and 

respect for 

both sexes, 

building 

personal 

relationships 

on the basis of 

freedom and 

responsibility   

Ability to 

implement 

bioethical 

projects to 

protect 

motherhood and 

childhood, 

protect the 

interests of 

people who are 

discriminated 

against 
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of human 

life from the 

moment of 

fertilization 

to God-

ordained 

care (natural 

death) 

Specific (professional) 

1. Mastering the 

skills of 

defining the 

concepts of 

bioethics 

Knowledge 

and 

understandin

g of basic 

concepts, 

norms of 

bioethics 

Ability to 

analyze the 

content, 

basic ideas 

and values 

of concepts 

and norms of 

bioethics 

 Willingness to 

define the 

concepts and 

principles of 

bioethics as the 

basis of the 

worldview of a 

moral, 

responsible, 

humane person; 

to be responsible 

for the 

establishment of 

bioethics in 

practical life 

2. Understanding 

and ability to 

use basic 

ethical 

concepts to 

conceptualize 

specific 

Knowledge 

and 

understandin

g of basic 

ethical 

concepts 

regarding 

Ability to 

apply ethical 

concepts to 

help 

determine 

the causes 

and 

 Ability to make 

independent 

decisions on 

solving 

professional 

problems taking 

into account the 
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problem 

situations 

trends and 

problems of 

spiritual 

development 

of man and 

society 

solutions to 

problem 

situations 

basic concepts 

of bioethics; be 

responsible for 

their own 

decisions 

3. Ability to 

understand 

own 

professional 

self-

actualization in 

the context of 

bioethics 

 Ability to 

determine 

the nature 

and features 

of the 

vocation of 

health 

professionals 

in the light 

of human 

service 

The ability to 

communicate 

with patients 

as people in 

need of mercy 

Willingness to 

solve 

professional 

problems, 

adhering to the 

principle of 

preservation and 

protection of 

spiritual, mental 

and physical 

health 

4. Ability to 

structurally 

analyze the 

preconditions 

of the conflict 

Knowledge 

of the 

spiritual 

causes and 

precondition

s of conflict 

Ability to 

identify 

cause-results 

relationships 

in conflict 

situations 

    

5. Ability to 

create conflict 

resolution 

strategies based 

on the principle 

of common 

good and 

construction of 

 Knowledge 

of 

approaches 

to conflict 

resolution 

within the 

principles of 

bioethics 

Ability to 

apply 

constructive 

strategies for 

resolving 

conflict in 

certain 

conditions 

Ability to 

communicate 

and cooperate 

with people - 

direct or 

indirect 

participants in 

the conflict 

Willingness to 

create ways, 

methods of 

conflict 

resolution in 

non-standard 

conditions, to be 

responsible for a 
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new 

opportunities 

and 

morality, 

humanism 

positive result 

 
Learning outcomes: 
 
Integrative final program learning outcomes, the formation of which is facilitated 

by the discipline: readiness to communicate with representatives of different cultures, 
nations, religions, social groups; ability to independently identify and solve a problem, 
research skills, information skills, ability to generate new ideas. 

 
Learning outcomes for the discipline: deepening the principles of bioethics and 

morality on orientation on the path of comprehensive enrichment and improvement of future 
medical professionals on the basis of personal worldview, formation of students' critical 
thinking, observation, ability to discuss, reason and decide moral and ethical problems in a 
free and responsible way. 

 
2. Informational amount of the academic discipline. 
 

30 hours – 1 credit ECTS 
 

Content module 1. Bioethics  

The content of the course reveals the main problematic issues of relevant topics in bioethics: 

Topic 1. Historical roots of bioethics. Epistemology and ethical and cultural roots 
of bioethics. Philosophical fundamentals of bioethics. The right to life from the moment 
of fertilization. Bioethical concept of demography. Abortion issues. 

Factors of the emergence of bioethics. Definition of bioethics. Research method in 
bioethics. The moral law and the civil law. Currents (types) of bioethics. The essence of 
personalistic bioethics. Epochs of formation of medical ethics (domodern, modern, 
postmodern). Bioethics and medical paternalism. Areas and directions of bioethics. Affinity 
of bioethics with deontology in medicine. Bioethics in the process of formation of the 
national health care system in Ukraine. Principles of bioethics in the realization of the 
doctor's vocation. 

Interdisciplinarity of bioethics. Biomedical, psychological, sociological and legal 
aspects in terms of the epistemological status of bioethics. Basic models of bioethics. 
Philosophical substantiation of ethical judgment in bioethics. Principles and provisions of 
personalistic bioethics. Cooperation (complicity) in evil. Personalistic ethics of medical 
virtue E. Pellegrino and D. Thomasma. Principlism (North American model of bioethics) by 
T. Beauchamp and J. Childress. Principles of bioethics of principlism. J. Engelhardt's 
contractualism. P. Singer's new model. 

Creationism and personalism as a theoretical basis of bioethics. Imperfection of the 
materialist understanding of man. Reflection of the essence of bioethics in the teachings of 
Thomas Aquinas and in neotomism. Religious existentialism. Phenomenological concept of 
corporeality. Philosophical anthropology of the essence of man. 
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Life as a value. Bioethics about the status of the human embryo. Man in the context of 
the Bible and the teachings of the Church. Sex and gender. Early stages of human 
development. The human right to life from the moment of fertilization: a) abortion - violation 
of the basic human right to life; b) human rights and the latest reproductive technologies. 
Their assessment in the context of bioethics; c) the right to life in the context of human 
rights. Dignity and inviolability of human life from the moment of fertilization to natural 
death. 

Liberalization of abortion as a consequence of abortion culture and moral decline of 
society and the cause of the demographic crisis. Classification of abortions and their 
evaluation in terms of bioethics. Criterion of ethical permissibility of prenatal examination. 
Surgical methods of abortion. Pharmacological methods (medical abortion). Solving the 
problem of post-abortion syndrome in the context of bioethics. 

 
Topic 2.  Contraception and its alternative – Fertility Awareness Methods. 

Bioethical concept of human life protection. Problems of assisted reproductive 
technologies and their alternative - NaProTechnologies. Bioethical inadmissibility of 
production and use of live human embryos to obtain stem cells. The path to the 
possibility of human cloning is the devaluation of the dignity of human reproduction 
and the embryo. Fundamentals of biosafety. Informed consent and human 
experimentation Manipulation of human mental health. 

Inconsistency of contraceptive methods with the nature of the human person and its 
dignity. Classification of contraceptives and their evaluation in terms of bioethics. Bioethical 
evaluation of direct and indirect sterilization. Natural methods of recognizing fertility days. 
Bioethical foundations of abstinence from premarital and extramarital sex 

Bioethical problems of reproductive technologies. Assisted reproductive technologies 
as a threat to human life and human dignity. Regulations of Ukraine on reproductive 
technologies. Criterion of ethical permissibility of auxiliary creative technologies. An 
alternative to assisted reproductive technologies - NaProTechnologies. 

The dignity of the human being as a person from the moment of fertilization. 
Inadmissibility of fetal therapy from the standpoint of bioethics. 

Cloning. Cloning methods. Artificial reproduction without gametes. Arguments of 
bioethics against the possibility of human cloning. 

Fundamentals of biosafety. Cell life in the human body. Problems of biomedical 
manipulation and genetic engineering in the context of human dignity, integrity and identity. 
The danger of using the latest biotechnology in the context of bioethics. Problems of 
biomedical manipulation and genetic engineering in the context of biosafety. Criteria of 
ethical permissibility. Regulations on the management of GMOs and the application of 
genetic engineering technologies in the context of biosafety. Treatment of GMOs in the 
context of ensuring biological and genetic safety. Danger of use of genetically modified 
organisms for the person and environment. Dangerous food. 

Problems of nanotechnology implementation and consequences of their application for 
humans and environment. Nanosafety problems in the context of bioethics. Human and the 
environment. 

Informed consent and human experimentation. Manipulation of human mental health. 
Ethical requirements for human experiments. Classification of research. Basic legal acts 
regarding experimental research. Ethics committees, their levels, functions and 
characteristics. Informed consent as the main principle of a medical experiment. Supervision 
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of investigational drugs as a prevention of possible negative consequences of their use. 
Production of orphan drugs by pharmaceutical firms in the context of public financial 
incentives. Reasons for using placebo in the context of experimentation. Conditions of 
ethical permissibility. The problem of experimentation on human embryos and fetuses in the 
context of recognizing the dignity of the human person in the prenatal phase of development. 

 
Topic 3. Bioethics and organ transplantation. Xenotransplantation from the 

bioethical point of view. The problem of euthanasia in the context of bioethics. An 
alternative to euthanasia is palliative care. 

Difficulties and successes of transplantology. Problems of organ and tissue donation in 
the context of bioethics. Transplantation and identity of the human person. The problem of 
diagnosing death. Informed consent and organ transplantation. Problems of purpose of 
donated organs in the context of bioethics. General ethical principles of transplantology and 
their reflection in international and domestic legislation. 

History and current state of development of xenotransplantation. Driving forces and 
positive moments. Possible negative consequences, obstacles and precautions. Principles of 
bioethics in the field of xenotransplantation.  

Death as a social phenomenon. Euthanasia in terms of bioethics. Ethical assessment of 
euthanasia. Euthanasia and the right to life: the state of legislative regulation in Ukraine. 
Moral problems of suicide. Features of palliative therapy. Bioethical problems of 
resuscitation. 

 
Topic 4. Status and prospects of bioethics development in Ukraine. The impact of 

bioethics on the efficiency of bodies and institutions of the health care system of 
Ukraine. Bioethical aspect of the fight against alcoholism. Tobacco addiction as a 
problem of bioethics. Problems of drug prevention and rehabilitation and 
resocialization of drug addicts. AIDS prevention and treatment of AIDS patients in the 
context of bioethics. Bioethics and social problems. 

Organizational measures for the introduction of bioethics in Ukraine. Activities of 
bioethics institutions in Ukraine. Cooperation with international organizations in the field of 
bioethics. Scope of competence of the Yaroslav Bazylevych Institute of Bioethics. The 
contribution of the head of the department of organization and management of health care, 
associate professor Yaroslav Bazylevych to the development of bioethics in Ukraine (from 
the memoirs of the author). Experience of teaching bioethics at Danylo Halytskyi Lviv 
National Medical University. Bioethics committees: functions and characteristics. Types of 
commissions on bioethics. 

International health organizations and their influence on the formation of legislation in 
Ukraine. The crisis in the field of human rights to life. Shortcomings of Ukrainian legislation 
on the protection of human dignity. 

Alcoholism as a psychophysical pathology and a social problem. Measures of state 
bodies to overcome alcoholism. Public anti-alcohol organizations and overcoming 
alcoholism in the context of bioethics. 

Threat to life and health of smoking. Measures to overcome the problem of tobacco 
dependence in the context of bioethics. 

Danger of drug addiction. Drug prevention programs. Foreign experience in drug 
prevention and control. 
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The nature of AIDS and the course of this disease. Ways of HIV transmission. AIDS 
prevention and treatment of AIDS patients in the context of bioethics. 

Defining the concept of "health" and the problem of disease in bioethics. Views on 
vaccination in the light of bioethics. Homeopathy and bioethics. Homosexuality as a problem 
of bioethics. Transsexualism and correction of sexual identification. War as an inhumane 
phenomenon. The main motives against the death penalty. The influence of the media on the 
formation of bioethical thinking of the individual. 
 

3. Structure of academic discipline 
 
 
TOPICS 

        HOURS 

           Full-time 
Total            including 

lec sem lab ind SIS 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

                                 Module 1.  Bioethics 

 
Topic 1. 
Theoretical and methodological 
principles of bioethics. Human 
life as a greatest value. 

2 2   

Topic 2. 
Abortion issues. 

Solving the problem of post-
abortion syndrome in the context 
of bioethics. Euthanasia from the 
point of view of bioethics its 
counteraction - palliative 
treatment. 

2 2   

Topic 3.  
Historical roots of bioethics. 
Epistemology and ethical and 
cultural roots of bioethics. 
Philosophical fundamentals of 
bioethics. The right to life from 
the moment of fertilization. 
Bioethical concept of 
demography. Abortion issues. 

6  2  4 

Topic 4.  
Contraception and its 

alternative – Fertility Awareness 
Methods. Bioethical concept of 
human life protection. Problems 
of assisted reproductive 

7  2  5 
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technologies and their 
alternative - NaProTechnologies. 
Bioethical inadmissibility of 
production and use of live 
human embryos to obtain stem 
cells. The path to the possibility 
of human cloning is the 
devaluation of the dignity of 
human reproduction and the 
embryo. Fundamentals of 
biosafety. Informed consent and 
human experimentation 
Manipulation of human mental 
health. 
Topic 5. 
Bioethics and organ 
transplantation. 
Xenotransplantation from the 
bioethical point of view. The 
problem of euthanasia in the 
context of bioethics. An 
alternative to euthanasia is 
palliative care. 

6  2  4 

Topic 6. 
Status and prospects of bioethics 
development in Ukraine. The 
impact of bioethics on the 
efficiency of bodies and 
institutions of the health care 
system of Ukraine. Bioethical 
aspect of the fight against 
alcoholism. Tobacco addiction 
as a problem of bioethics. 
Problems of drug prevention and 
rehabilitation and resocialization 
of drug addicts. AIDS 
prevention and treatment of 
AIDS patients in the context of 
bioethics. Bioethics and social 
problems. 

7  2 5 

Hours in total  30 4 8 18 
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               4. Topics of lectures    
 

№ TOPIC HOURS 
1. Theoretical and methodological principles of bioethics. 

Human life as a greatest value. 
2 

2. Abortion issues. 
Solving the problem of post-abortion syndrome in the 
context of bioethics. Euthanasia from the point of view of 
bioethics its counteraction - palliative treatment. 

2 

 Total 4 

 
                                                                           
          5. Topics of seminars 
 

№ 
 

TOPIC HOURS 

1 Historical roots of bioethics. Epistemology and ethical and 
cultural roots of bioethics. Philosophical fundamentals of 
bioethics. The right to life from the moment of 
fertilization. Bioethical concept of demography. Abortion 
issues. 

2 

2 Contraception and its alternative – Fertility Awareness 
Methods. Bioethical concept of human life protection. 
Problems of assisted reproductive technologies and their 
alternative - NaProTechnologies. Bioethical 
inadmissibility of production and use of live human 
embryos to obtain stem cells. The path to the possibility of 
human cloning is the devaluation of the dignity of human 
reproduction and the embryo. Fundamentals of biosafety. 
Informed consent and human experimentation 
Manipulation of human mental health. 

2 

 3 Bioethics and organ transplantation. Xenotransplantation 
from the bioethical point of view. The problem of 
euthanasia in the context of bioethics. An alternative to 
euthanasia is palliative care. 

2 

 4 Status and prospects of bioethics development in Ukraine. 
The impact of bioethics on the efficiency of bodies and 
institutions of the health care system of Ukraine. 
Bioethical aspect of the fight against alcoholism. Tobacco 
addiction as a problem of bioethics. Problems of drug 
prevention and rehabilitation and resocialization of drug 
addicts. AIDS prevention and treatment of AIDS patients 
in the context of bioethics. Bioethics and social problems. 

2 

 Total 8 
 

6. Topics of practical classes - unprovided. 
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7. Laboratory classes – unprovided. 
 
8. Types of students’ independent study (SIS) and its control. 

 
 TOPICS Hours Type of 

control 

 Preparation for practical classes - 

theoretical training and development of 

practical skills 

9 

Current control 

in practical 

classes 

 Independent elaboration of topics that 

are not included in the plan of classroom 

classes 

 

 

 Bioethical concept of demography 
3 

Abstracts or 

summary 

 Bioethics and biosafety 
3 

Abstracts or 

summary 

 Individual SIS: student reports at the 

section on bioethics of annual student 

scientific conferences 

 

 

 Preparation for the final control of 

assimilation of material 
3 

Final modular 

control 

 Total 18  

 
 

9. Individual task –  form of organization of education, which is performed in accordance 
with the defined tasks in order to deepen, generalize and consolidate the knowledge that students 
receive in the learning process, the application of this knowledge in practice, as well as the growth of 
their generic and specific competences. Types of tasks of individual work can be: creation of the 
forecasted status and role set; modeling of conflict situations in medical practice, which in turn 
consists of two stages: independent search and processing of theoretical material and creating a model 
of a specific conflict situation in medical practice, its analysis and search for solutions; writing essays, 
reports and presentations with reports in practical classes, research work 

 
10. Task for students’ independent work. Student's independent work is one of the 

organizational forms of education, which is regulated by the course program of the discipline, 
methodical materials and tasks received from the teacher in order to master the educational material, 
and is performed by the student independently outside the classroom. The type of independent work is 
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preparation for a practical lesson and study of topics that are included in the program of the discipline 
for independent study.  

 
11. Learning methods: oral discussion of the topic with the involvement of most 

students in the group; blitz poll; discussions on problem situations; abstract speeches; testing 
students in writing; performance of written tasks; interactive teaching methods, in particular 
the method of "brainstorming", which encourages students to show attention and creativity, 
to find several solutions to this topic by free expression of opinions and ect. 

 
12. Grading system: current and final assesment.  The form of final control in 

accordance with the curriculum - credit. Current control is carried out during training sessions 
and aims to verify the assimilation of educational material. Forms of current control during 
classes on a 4-point (national) scale: oral examination, written assignments, tests, essays etc. The 
student must receive a grade from each topic for further conversion of grades into points on a 
multi-point (200-point) scale.  

Students’ knowledge on each topic is evaluated according to the following scale:  
mark “5” = “excellent”;  
mark “4” = “good”;  
mark “3” = “satisfactory”;  
mark “2”= “failure”.  
The final mark for the course is the average mark for all seminars transferred into 

points according to the following table: 

 
13. Form of the final control of academic success in the discipline “Bioethics”: 

semester test, which consists in assessing the student's mastery of educational material solely 
on the basis of the above types of work performed in practical classes. The semester test in 
"Bioethics" is held after the end of its study, before the examination session. 
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14. Scheme of accrual and distribution of points received by students  
The maximum number of points that a student can earn for the current academic 

activity in the study of the discipline is 200 points. 
The minimum number of points that a student must score for the current initial activity 

for enrollment in the discipline must be 120 points. 
The calculation of the points number is based on the grades obtained by the student on 

a 4-point (national) scale during the study of the discipline, by calculating the arithmetic 
mean (AM), rounded to two decimal places. The resulting value is converted into points on a 
multi-point scale as follows: 

                                             X= (CA × 200) / 5 
For convenience, a table of recalculation for a 200-point cabinet is given. 
15. Methodological support. To succeed in learning the course students are provided 

with thematic plans of lectures and seminars, tasks for individual independent work, 
methodical guidelines for seminars, e-version of materials for seminars, cases for current and 
final control of knowledge and skills of students, complex control work after attestation 
monitoring of acquired knowledge and skills). 

 
16. Course materials and useful links 
 
I. Main recources 

1. American Fertility Society and Medical Research International. In vitro 
fertilization/embryotransfer in the United States: 1985 and 1986 results from the National 
IVF/ET Registry // Fertility and Sterility. —1988.— 49. — P. 212–215. 

2. Beauchamp T. L. Principles of Biomedical Ethics / T. L. Beauchamp, J. F. Childress. — 
[5 ed.]. — USA: Oxford University Press, 2001. — 454 p. 

3. Benjamin H. Introduction / H. Benjamin // Green R., Money J. (Eds.). Transsexualism 
and Sex Reassignment. — Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1969. — P. 1–10. 

4. Bentham J. An introduction to the principles of moral and legislations / J. Bentham. — 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1879. — 378 p. 

5. Clowes B. The Facts of Life: An Authoritative Guide to Life and Family Issues / B. 
Clowes. — Virginia: Human Life International, 2001. — 448 p. 

6. Conference of European Health Ministers “Organ Transplantation” // appendice il volume 
di A. Bompiani, E. Sgreccia  (a cura di). Trapianti d’organo. — Milano, 1989. — P. 295–
305. 

7. Council of Europe / Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Dignity of the 
Human Being with regard to the Application of Biology and Medicine: Convention on 
Human Rights and Biomedicine, 4 april 1997. — Oviedo. — 1997. 

8. Declaration of Helsinki // World Medical Assotiation, Ethical Principles for Medical 
Research Involving Human Subjects, June 1964. — Helsinki (Finland). — 1964. — Р. 
373–374. 

9. European convention for the protection of vertebrate animals used for experimental and 
other scientific purposes, 18 march 1986 // Council of Europe. — Strasbourg. — 1986. —  
53 p. 

10. Hauerwas S. Suffering Presence. Theological Reflections on Medicine, the Mentally 
Handicapped and the Church / S. Hauerwas. — Notre Dame (Indiana): University of 
Notre Dame Press, 1986. — 221 p. 



21 
 

  

11. Hauerwas S. Vision and Virtue: Essays in Christian Ethical Reflection / S. Hauerwas. — 
Notre Dame (Indiana): University of Notre Dame Press, 1974. — 264 p. 

12. Jonsen A. R. The birth of Bioethics / A. R. Jonsen. — New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1998. — 448 p. 

13. May W. The Physicians Covenant. Images of the Healer in Medical Ethics / W. May. — 
Philadelphia: Westminister Press, 1983. — 204 p. 

14. Montgomery J. Health care law / J. Montgomery. — Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1997. — 371 p.Potter V. R. Bioethics: bridge to the future / V. R. Potter. — Englewood 
cliffs (New Jersey): Prentice Hall, 1971. — 205 p. 

15. Pellegrino E. D. The Virtuosus Physician, and the Ethics of Medicine / E. D. Pellegrino // 
Virtue and Medicine. Explanation in the Character of Medicine / a cura di E. Shelp. — 
Dordrecht, Boston and Lancaster: D. Reidel Publishing, 1985. — V. 17. — P. 237–255. 

16. Pellegrino E. D. A philosophical basis of medical practice. Toward a philosophy and ethics of the healing professions / E. D. Pellegrino, 

D. C. Thomasma. — New York: Oxford University Press, 1981. — 341 p. 
17. Pellegrino E. D. For the patient’s good. The restoration of beneficence in health care / E. D. 

Pellegrino, D. C. Thomasma. — New York: Oxford University Press, 1988. — 240 p. 
18. Potter V. R. Bioethics: the Science of Survial / V. R. Potter // Perspectives in biolodgy 

and medicine. — 1970. —№ 14. — Р. 23–48. 
19. Potter V. R. Global Bioethics. Building on the Leopold Legasy / V. R. Potter. — 

Michigan: Michigan State University Press, 1988. — 203 p. 
20. Potter V. R. Informed consent issues in international research concerns / V. R. Potter // 

Cambridge Q. Healthcare Ethics. — 1996. — № 5 (2). — P. 237–243. 
21. Reich W. Т. The World Bioetics. The struggle over its Earliest meanings / W. T. Reich // 

Kennedy institute of Etics Journal. — 1995. — № 5. — № 1. — Р. 45–56. 
22. Reich W. T. (editor). Encyclopedia of Bioethics: 5 Vol. / W. T. Reich. — 1-st edition. — 

New York: The Free Press, 1978. — V. I. — 1933 p. 
23. Reich W. Т. (editor). Encyclopedia of Bioethics (reviset edition): 5 Vol. / W. Т. Reich. — 

2-nd edition. — New York: Simon & Schuster (MacMillan), 1995. — 2950 p. 
24. Ross D. The right and the good / D. Ross. — Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. — 

183 p. 
25. Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the faith: Declaration on euthanasia. — London: 

Catholic Truth Society, 1980. — 162 р. 
26. Sass H. M. Fritz Jahr's 1927 concept of bioethics / H. M. Sass // Kennedy Institute of 

Ethics Journal. — 2007. —17(4), Deс. — P. 279–295. 
27. Sgreccia E. La bioetica personalista / E. Sgreccia // Le radici della bioetica. — Milano: 

Vita e Pensiero, 1998. — V 1. — P. 85–110. 
28. Sgreccia E. Le radici della bioetica: atti del Congresso Internazionale Roma, 15–17 

febbraio 1996 / E. Sgreccia, D. Sacchini, G. Miranda, V. Mele. — Milano: Vita e 
Pensiero, 1998. — 816 p. 

29. Sgreccia E. Manuale di bioetica / E. Sgreccia. — Milano: Vita e Pensiero, 2007. — V. 1. 
— 997 p. 

30. Sgreccia E. Manuale di bioetica / E. Sgreccia. — Milano: Vita e Pensiero, 2007. — V. 2. 
— 790 p. 

31. Toulmin S. How Medicine saved the Life of Ethics / S. Toulmin // Perspectives in 
Biology and Medicine. — 1982. — № 25. — Р. 193. 
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ІІ. Auxiliary resources 
 
1. Andronnicof M. L’assistance médicale à la procréation: une illustration des duex 

faces de la médecine au XX siècle: technicité et déssarroi // Contact, 48 année. — № 175. — 3 
trimestre 1996. 

2. Baumgärtel F. Sarx / F. Baumgärtel, E. Scweiser, R. Meyer // Grande Lessico del 
Nuovo Testamento. — Brescia: Paidéia, 1975. —  XI. — P. 1265-1398. 

3. Berlinguer G. Questioni di vita / G. Berlinguer. — Torino: Einaudi, 1991. — 365 
р. 

4. Biopolitica e centralità della persona: atti del congresso Fibip 2008 // Medicina e 
morale. — Roma: UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 2009. — № 2. — P. 205–
368. 

5. Blazques N. Bioética fundamental / N. Blazques. — Madrid: Biblioteca de Autores 
Cristianos, 1996. — 646 p.  

6. Bompiani A. La cosidetta riguzione embrionale sotto sl profilo assistenziale ed 
etico / A. Bompiani, L. Guariglia, P. Rosati // Medicina e Morale. — Roma: UCSC Facoltà di 
Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1995. — № 2. — Р. 223–258. 

7. Caferra V. M. Diritti della persona e stato sociale / V. M. Caferra. — Bologna: 
Zanichelli, 1987. — 280 p. 

8. Callahan D. The Hosting Center. A short and long 15 years / D. Callahan. — New 
York, 1984. — 523 p. 

9. Casini C. Il Parlamento Europeo per uno statuto giuridico dell’embrione umano / a 
cura di C. Casini. — Roma: Ed. Cinque Lune. — 1989. — 193 р. 

10. Casini М. Il diritto alla vita del concepito nella giurisprudenza europea. Le 
decisioni della Corti costituzionali e degli organi sovranazionali di giustizia / М. Casini. — 
Padova: CEDAM, 2001. — 386 p. 

11. Catechismo della Chiesa Cattolica. Testo integrale e commento teologico / a cura di 
R. Fisichella. — Casale Monferrato: PIEMME, 1993. — 1280 p. 

12. Cauldwell D. O. Psychopathia Transsexualis / D. O. Cauldwell // Sexology. — 
1949. — V. 16. — P. 274–280. 

13. Cekiera C. Psyhoprofilaktyka uzaleźnień oraz terapia i resocjalizacja osób 
usaleznionyh / C. Cekiera. — Lublin: Towarzystwo Naukowe KUL, 1993. — 313 s. 

14. Chardin P. T. Il fenomeno umano / P. T. Chardin — Brescia: Edizioni Queriniana, 
1995. — 304 p. 

15. Chiarelli B. Bioetica globale / B. Chiarelli. — Firenze: Angelo Pontecorboli, 1993. 
— 180 p. 

16. Clouser K. D. Critique of Principialism / K. D. Clouser,  B. Gert // Journal of 
Medicineand Philosophy. — 1990. — № 15. — P. 219–236. 

17. Comitato Nazionale per la Bioetica. Identitá e statuto dell’embrione umano / 
Pressidenta del Consiglio dei Ministri. Dipartimento per l’Informazione e l’Editora. — Roma, 
22 giugno 1996. 

18. Comitato Nazionale per la Bioetica. La sperimentazione dei farmaci. — Roma: 
Istituto Poligrafico e Zecca dello Stato, 1992.  — cap. VI (farmaci orfani). 

19. Compagnoni F. (a cura di). Nuovo dizionario di teologia morale / F. Compagnoni, 
G. Piana, S. Privitera. — [5 ed.]. — Milano: San Paolo Edizioni, 1990. — 1558 p. 

20. Concilio Vaticano II. Gaudium et Spes: Costituzione Pastorale, 7 dicèmbre 1965. 
— Città del Vaticano, 1965. 
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21. Congregazione per la Dottrina della Fede. Istruzione su “Il rispetto della vita umana 
nascente e la dignita della procreazione” Enchiridion Vaticanum, 10. — Bologna: Dehoniane, 
1989. — 337 р. 

22. Congregazione рer Dottrina della Fede. Istruzione Donum Vitae, 22 febbraio 1987. 
— Città del Vaticano: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1987. —  168 p. 

23. Conseil l’Europe, Recommandation 1100/1989 sur l’utilisation des embryons et 
foetus humains dans le recherché scientifique, 2 febbraio 1989 // Medicina e Morale. — Roma: 
UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1989. — № 2 — P. 397–411.  

24. Consiglio Direttivo della societa Italiana di medicina legale. II Documento di Erice 
sui rapporti della bioetica e della dontologia medica con la medicina legale // Medicina e morale. 
— Roma: UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1991. — № 4. — Р. 561–567. 

25. Consiglio d’Europa / Convenzione europea la salvaguardia dei dirriti dell’uomo e 
delle libertà fondamentali, 4.11.1950. — Roma, 1950. 

26. Cotta S. Il diritto nell’esistenza. Linne di ontofenomenologia giuridica / S. Cotta. 
— [2 ed.]. — Milano: Giuffrè, 1991. — 312 p. 

27. Cozzoli M. Il trapianto d’organo nella prospettiva valoriale del dono / M. Cozzoli // 
Medicina e Morale. — Roma: UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1997. — № 
3. — Р. 461–473. 

28. Cremaschi S. Il concetto di eros in “Le deuxième sexe” di Simone de Beauvoir / S. 
Cremaschi // AA.VV., Amore e matrimonio nel pensiero filosofico e teologico. — Milano: Vita 
e Pensiero. — 1976. — Р. 34–41. 

29. Crick S. J. A basic comparison of the anatomy of the pig heart with normal human 
structure / S. J. Crick, M. N. Sheppard, S. Y. Ho, L. Gebstein, R. H. Anderson // Journal of 
Anatomy. — 1998. — V.193 (Pt 1). — P. 105–119. 

30. Cuer P. Quelques considérations éthiques, notamment sur l’identité lors de 
xénotransplantations / P. Cuer // Path Biol. (Paris). — 2000. — 48. — P. 426–428. 

31. D’Agostino F. Bioetica e diritto / F. D’Agostino // Medicina e Morale. — Roma: 
UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1993. — № 4. — P. 675–691. 

32. D’Agostino F. L’approccio morale al diritto / F. D’Agostino // Scritti in onore di 
Angelo Falzea. — Milano: Giuffrè, 1991. — V. I. — P. 219–242. 

33. Dawson K. J. The storage of human embryos / K. J. Dawson // Human 
Reproduction. — 1997.— V. 12. — Р. 6–7. 

34. Declaration universelle sur le genome humain et les droits de l’homme // Medicina 
e Morale. — Roma: UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1998. — № 1. — Р. 
113–131. 

35. Deczewski J. Los dzieсka poczętego / J. Deczewski // W imieniu dziecka / pod red. 
W. Galkowskiego, I. J. Guli. — Lublin: KUL, 1991. — S. 45–55. 

36. Di Meo A. Bioetica / A. Di Meo, a cura di C. Mancina. — Bari: Sagittari Laterza , 
1989. — 335 p. 

37. Dichiarazione sulla produzione e sull’uso scientifico e terapeutico delle cellule 
staminali embrionali umane // Pontificia Accademia per la vita. — Città del Vaticano: Liberia 
Editrice Vaticana, 2000. — 24 p. 

38. Dichiarazione sull'eutanasia // Sacra Congregazione per la Dottrina della Fede, 5 
maggio 1980. — Roma: Paoline, 1980. — 6 p. 

39. Dichiarazione suppletiva di alcuni membri del CNB // Comitato Nazionale per la 
Bioetica, Identità e statuto dell’embrione umano, 22 giugno 1996. — Roma. — 1996. — Р. 31–
34. 
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40. Directiva 98/44/CE sulla protezione giuridica delle invenzioni biotecnologiche// 
Medicina e Morale. — Roma: UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1999. — № 
4. — Р. 169–173. 

41. Einstein A. Pensieri degli anni difficili / A. Einstein. — Torino: Boringhieri, 1965. 
— 258 p. 

42. Engelhardt H. T., Jr. Manuale di bioetica / H. T., Jr. Engelhardt. — Milano: Il 
Saggiatore, 1999. — 564 p. 

43. Faggioni M. P. Il trapianto di gonadi. Storia e attualità / M. P. Faggioni // Medicina e 
Morale. — Roma: UCSC Facoltà di Medicina e Chirurgia A. Gemelli, 1998. — № 48. — P. 15–
46. 

44. Fagone N. Il problema dell’inizio della vita del soggetto umano / N. Fagone // 
L'aborto: riflessioni di studiosi cattolici / a cura di E. Sgreccia — Milano: Vita e Pensiero. — 
1975. — Р. 23–31. 

45. Farri V. I fondamenti etici dello sviluppo / V. Farri // Acta Philosophica. — 1992. — 
№ 38. P. 181–186.  

46. Fenigsen R. Eutanazja — smierć z wyboru? / R. Fenigsen — Poznań: W drodze, 
1994. — 178 s. 

47. Finnis J. Legge naturale e diritti naturale / J. Finnis. — Torino: Giappichelli, 1996. 
—  470 р. 

48. Gas Z. Profilaktyka uzależnień / Z. Gas. — Warszawa: WSiP, 1993. — 155 р. 
49. Giovanni Paollo II. Fides et Ratio / Giovanni Paollo II / Lettera enciclica circa i 

rapporti tra fede e ragione, 15.10.1998. — Milano: Piemme, 1998. — 168 р. 
50. Giovanni Paolo II. Discorso ai partecipanti al XVIII Congresso Internazionale della 

Transplantation Society, 28 agosto 2000 / Giovanni Paolo II // Avvenire. — Roma, 2000. — Р. 
2–4. 

51. Giovanni Paolo II. Lettera Apostolica Salvifici Dolosis, 11 febbraio 1984 / 
Giovanni Paolo II. — Città del Vaticano: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1984. — 60 p. 

52. Giovanni Paolo II. Lettera Enciclica Evangelium Vitae, 25 marzo 1995 / Giovanni 
Paolo II. — Città del Vaticano: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995. — 192 p. 

53. Giovanni Paolo II. Lettera Enciclica Veritatis splendor, 6 agosto 1983 / Giovanni 
Paolo II. — Città del Vaticano: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1983. — 96 p. 

54. Gismondi G. Etica fondamentale della scienza / G. Gismondi. — Assisi (Italia): 
Cittadella Editrice, 1997. — 222 p. 

55. Gormally L. La dignità umana: il punto di vista cristiano e laicista La cultura della 
vita: fondamenti e dimensioni / L. Gormally // Pontificia Accademia per la Vita. — Città del 
Vaticano: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2000. — Р. 49–65. 

56. Gracia D. Fundamentos de bioética / D. Gracia. —  Madrid: Eudema, 1989. — 605 
p. 

57. Grinberg L. Identità e cambiamento / L. Grinberg, R. Grinberg. — Roma: 
Armando, 1992. — 272 p. 

58. Guardini R. La fine dell’epoca moderna / R. Guardini. — Brescia: Morcelliana, 1993. — 
232 p. 

59. Häring B. Etica medica / B. Häring. — Roma: Paoline, 1977. — 216 p. 
60. Horkheimer M. Dialettica dell’Illuminismo / M. Horkheimer, T. Adorno. — Torino: 
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61. Horkheimer M. Eclisse della ragione. Critica della ragione strumentale / M. 

Horkheimer. — Torino: Einaudi, 1979. — 322 р. 
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62. Huber C. Limiti della validita del sapere scientifico / C. Huber // Lineamenti di 
etica della sperimentazione clinica / a cura di A. G. Spagnolo, E. Sgreccia. — Milano: Vita e 
Pensiero, 1994. — P. 29–38. 

63. Humphrey J. The International Law of Human Rights in the Middle Twentieth 
Century // The Present State of International Law and Other Essays / ed. M. Bos. — New York: 
Springer Science+Business Media, 1973. — P. 75–105. 

64. Identitá e statuto dell’embrione umano / Pontificia Academia Pro Vita. —  Città del 
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